
 

OPTION SELECTION ADVICE 2024 
Key questions to think about… Vocational Pathways 

• What qualifications do I want to gain while at school? 
• What do I want to do when I leave school and what subjects will 

help me achieve this? 
• Do I want to go to university, or do I want to go into 

trades/services/industries? 
• What Vocational area am I interested in? (see right) 
• What qualifications and courses do I need for tertiary study or 

for the work I hope to do when I leave school? 
• Does my subject selection provide enough flexibility to change 

courses or direction in the future? 
• Do I have the prerequisites for the course? 

 
 

http://youthguarantee.net.nz/vocational- 
pathways/the-six-vocational-pathways/ 

 
 
 

 

To help with your course selection for next year, use the pathway map to plan where you want to go and how to get there.  
Any course that is blue means you must take it. 

 

 At Level One, that means a literacy and numeracy subject has to be selected.  
 If you are in Level 2/3 and intending to go to university, you will have to select a literacy rich subject to make 

sure you meet the university requirements.   
• If a subject is orange, it is either a Unit Standards course or one that is designed to help you pathway to a job/career 

directly out of school and not to university.  
• If a subject is green, then it has a UE pathway, meaning the skills learnt in it will help you make the transition to level 

three.  
• If a subject is dark green, then it is a UE approved subject at level 3. You will need at least 3 of these if you want to gain 

entry to university.  

2024 NCEA (VOCATIONAL) PATHWAY 
UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE (UE) 

PATHWAY 
NOT SURE YET – I WANT TO KEEP MY 

OPTIONS OPEN 

YEAR 11 

Select one numeracy (1MATH or 
1NUMY) and one literacy (1ENGL or 
1LITY) subject. Select 4 additional 
subjects.  
 

My aim is to get 60 credits.  
 

Orange subjects offer unit standards 
and will offer more credits per 
course to help get NCEA Level 1 (60 
Level 1+ credits).  

Select one numeracy (1MATH or 
1NUMY) and one literacy (1ENGL or 
1LITY) subject. Select 4 additional 
subjects.  
 

My aim is to get Literacy and Numeracy 
and a mix of level one and level two 
credits in the year.  
 

Subject selection will be predominantly 
green subjects that offer a UE pathway 
in later years. 

Select one numeracy (1MATH or 
1NUMY) and one literacy (1ENGL or 
1LITY) subject. Select 4 additional 
subjects.  
 

My aim is to get Literacy and 
Numeracy and attain a mix of level 
one and level two credits in the year. 
 

A mixture of orange and green 
subjects selected based upon 
interests 

YEAR 12 

Select 6 subjects. A mixture of green 
and orange.  
 

My aim is to gain NCEA Level 2 (60 
Level 2+ credits) to be able to 
pathway to chosen vocation. 

Select 1-2 UE literacy subjects. Choose 
4-5 additional subjects, focusing on 
mainly UE pathway subjects. 
 

My aim is to gain NCEA Level 2 (60 
Level 2 Credits) and aim for a Merit or 
Excellence endorsement. 

Select at least 1 UE literacy subject. 
Choose additional subjects; can be a 
mixture of orange and green.  
 

My aim is to gain NCEA Level 2 (60 
Level 2 Credits). 

YEAR 13 

Select 5 subjects. Predominantly 
orange.  
 

My aim is to gain NCEA Level 3 (60 
Level 3+ credits) to be able to 
pathway to chosen vocation. 

Select at least 3 UE approved subjects.  
 

My aim is to attain UE literacy, 14 
credits in 3 UE approved subjects, and 
60 level 3 credits.  

Select at least 3 UE approved 
subjects.  
 

My aim is to attain UE literacy, 14 
credits in 3 UE approved subjects, and 
60 level 3 credits. 

http://youthguarantee.net.nz/vocational-pathways/the-six-vocational-pathways/
http://youthguarantee.net.nz/vocational-pathways/the-six-vocational-pathways/


 
 

Key: Compulsory choice NCEA Pathway NCEA with UE Pathway UE Approved Subject 
UE Lit 
R/W 

LEARNING 
AREA 

Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 

THE ARTS 

1ARTV: Visual Art 
2ARTM: Printmaking  3ARTM: Printmaking 

2ARTV: Painting  3ARTV: Painting 

 
 

  1ARTD: Digital Art 
2ARTP: Photography  3ARTP: Photography 

2ARTD: Design  3ARTD: Design 

1DRAM: Drama 2DRAM: Drama  3DRAM: Drama 

1MUSC: Music 2MUSC: Music   3MUSC: Music R 

BUSINESS 
STUDIES 

  1BUSI: Business Studies 2BUSI: Business Studies    3BUSI: Business Studies R 

   1FUFI: Futures and Finance 2BMYF: Money and Finance   

ENGLISH AND   
TE REO MĀORI 

   1ENGL: English Literature 2ENGL: English Literature 

 
RW 

 3ENGL: English Literature RW 

 
 

                       1LITY: English Literacy 
2EEAP: English for Academic 
Purposes 

 3EEAP: English for Academic 
Purposes RW 

1MAOR: Te Reo Māori 2MAOR: Te Reo Māori  3MAOR: Te Reo Māori RW 

1INLS: Intermediate Literacy Support (EL) 2SNLS: Senior Literacy Support (EL) 3SNLS: Senior Literacy Support (EL) 

HEALTH AND PE 

  1SPCO: Sport Coaching 2ODED: Outdoor Education  3ODED: Outdoor Education 

  1PESH: Physical Education 2PESH: Physical Education  3PESH: Physical Education 

1HLTE: Health 2HLTE: Health  3HLTE: Health RW 

LANGUAGES 1JAPA: Japanese 2JAPA: Japanese  3JAPA: Japanese 

MATHEMATICS 
AND STATISTICS 

   1MATH: Mathematics 2MATC: Mathematics with Calculus  3MATC: Calculus and Mathematics 

   1NUMY: Numeracy 2MATS: Mathematics with Statistics  3MATS: Statistics and Modelling 

SCIENCES 

   1PRAC: Practical Science 2ESCI: Environmental Science  3SCIE: General Science RW 

    
   1ACA: Science 

2CHEM: Chemistry  3CHEM: Chemistry 

2PHYS: Physics  3PHYS: Physics 

2BIOL: Biology  3BIOL: Biology              B 

SOCIAL         
SCIENCES 

1MEST: Media Studies    2MEST: Media Studies W 3MEST: Media Studies W 

1SSWH: Social Studies 2SSCM: Social Studies RW  3SSLO: Social Studies RW 

1SSRR: History 2SSCC: History RW  3SSOD: History RW 

1SSNM: Social Science 2SSFE: Social Science  3SSCO: Social Science 

1SSET: Humanities 2SSRB: Humanities  3SSEB: Humanities 

1SSCS: Legal Studies 2SSCY: Legal Studies  

TECHNOLOGY 

1TECC: Construction Technology 2TECC: Construction Technology  3TECC: Construction Technology 

1TDES: Design and Visual Communication 2TDES: Design and Visual Communication  3TDES: Design and Visual Communication 

1TDIG: Digital Technologies 2TDIG: Digital Technologies  3TDIG: Digital Technologies 

1HOSP: Hospitality 2HOSP: Hospitality  

1TEXT: Textiles Technology 2TEXT: Textiles Technology (not offered 2024)  3TEXT: Textiles Technology (not offered 2024) 

VOCATIONAL 

   2TOUR: Tourism    3TOUR: Tourism 

 2ECED: Early Childhood Education  3ECED: Early Childhood Education 

1INDP: Industry Pathways 2INDP: Industry Pathways  3INDP: Industry Pathways 

 2/3EMPL: Employment Skills programme (full option programme) 

EDGE 
PROGRAMME 

1EDGE: 3 Option Bundle + pick 3 options from 
above 

2EDGE: 1 Edge Option + pick 5 options 
from above 

 3EDGE: 1 Edge Option + pick 4 or 5 options 
 from above 

 

EDGEWATER COLLEGE PATHWAYS MAP 2024 


